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History of Dunboyne 
 
Back in the late fifties, little was known about our beautiful Dunboyne village. Perhaps, now and again, Dunboyne would get a mention from the 

national media when a great thoroughbred that was foaled in one of our local stud farms would figure in the Oaks, the Derby or even the Grand 

National itself. 

 

All this changed in 1958 when the Leinster Motor Club sought to use the natural four-mile circuit around our village for an annual motorcycle 

and car racing event. The bikes would practice first on a Thursday and Friday and then race on the Saturday. For these three days, the roads 

around and through the village of Dunboyne would close for several hours. A couple of weeks later, the car race would take place in a similar 

format.  

 

As I live on the circuit, my garden would fill with family and friends seeking a vantage point to view the great duels that took place around the 

village of Dunboyne. People from all over Ireland would visit the village of Dunboyne and it is no doubt that the success of these races put 

Dunboyne on the national map. Still to this day, when I tell people I’m from Dunboyne, they comment on the beautiful summer days enjoyed in 

the village watching the racing. 

 

Then in 1967, the Leinster Motor Club moved to another venue. This was a big loss to the community. Apart from the enjoyment, there was a 

financial impact on parish funds, local G.A.A. and the Athletic club to name but a few who had benefited from the racing. 

I would like to personally thank the Dunboyne Motor Club for offering us a glimpse of these glory days and giving us some idea what a great 

spectacle this was. I am particularly pleased that the new residents to the area will get a chance to flavour some of Dunboyne’s local history. 

I’m sure I speak on behalf of all residents in congratulating the Dunboyne Motor Club and wishing the best of luck to all concerned. 

 
Councillor Noel Leonard 
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Dunboyne Motor Club - “Spirit of Dunboyne” 

 
In April 2006 a group of like minded, local motor sport enthusiasts came together to revive the historic 50’s & 60’s. This lead to the founding of 

the Dunboyne Motor Club. In October 2006 this new committee held the “Blast From The Past” reunion. The reunion was such a success that 

the local people dubbed it the “Spirit of Dunboyne”. On the 30
th

 of September 2007 Dunboyne Motor Club held the “Spirit of Dunboyne” 40
th

 

anniversary of the last motor race in Dunboyne. This was a huge success with crowds of over 4,000 visiting our village. The “Spirit of 

Dunboyne” festival will now become an annual event. This year’s festival is celebrating the 50
th

 anniversary of the first ever motor race in 

Dunboyne.  

 

The “Spirit of Dunboyne” festival 2008 is expected to draw crowds of over 10,000 people from Ireland and abroad.  

 

Now in its third year, the Dunboyne Motor Club is one of the fastest growing motor clubs in the country. Set up to celebrate the Dunboyne road 

racing era, it has become a festival of motor sport with the philospohy “Old meeting New”.  

 

Within the Dunboyne Motor Club committee there is a wealth of knowledge and experience from the various disciplines of motor sport ranging 

from car and motorcycle competitors to marshals and stewards. To find out more about Dunboyne Motor Club please visit 

www.dunboynemotorclub.com. 
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SPONSORSHIP PROPOSAL 

OPTIONS 

Option Cost Banner DMC Website Programme Also Included

1 €1,500
30' Banner in prime 

location
Mention + Link 
to own website

Half back page 
in full colour

2 Laps of track in car of era 
+ Hospitality on the day

2 €500
30' Banner in prime 

location
Mention + Link 
to own website Mention

3 €300 30' Banner in village

4 €200
8' x 2' corrie on 

barriers around course
Co. Logo around spectator 

areas

Banners can be supplied at cost price  

Note: for an extra €500 
your company name will 
be printed on all DMC 

advertising posters 
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PROGRAMME 

 

OPTIONS 
 

Option Cost Advertisement layout Format

1 €375 Full Page Full Colour

2 €300 Full Page Black & White

3 €200 1/2 Page Full Colour

4 €100 1/3 Page Black & White
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SPONSORSHIP CO-ORDINATOR: 

 

Eugene Kettle 

 

Phone: +353 87 2632359 

 

POSTAL ADDRESS:  

 

53 Woodview Heights,  

Dunboyne, 

Co. Meath. 

 

E-MAIL : susanginnell@iol.ie 
 

If you are unable to sponsor our festival all donations will be great fully accepted. We look 
forward to seeing you at “Spirit of Dunboyne” 2008. Thank you for your time.  

 

Yours in sport. 

  

Dunboyne Motor Club.  


